I nfection with T. spiralis results in the long-lasting survival of larvae in the striated muscles of many mammals. The information on the proportion of larvae which survive in relation to these deriving from infection is lacking. In order study the fate of larvae in rats experimentally infected with different doses, we examined samples of Musculus gastrocnemius.
The studies were performed until 180 d.p.i. The following data were determined: period of the highest burden of larvae in the muscles, the influence of the infective dose on the number of secondary larvae and the dimentions of their reduction.
MATERIALS AND METHODS

I
nbred Wistar rats, males aged 10-12 weeks and weighing 120-140 g at the beginning of experiments, kept at conventional conditions, were infected with T. spiralis larvae (s. str.) maintained in rats. All muscle tissue were examined by digestion (1 % pepsin + 1 % HC1). The rats infected with 500, 1,200 and 2,500
T. spiralis larvae were examined from day 20 to day 60 p.i. every 10-th day and then 90, 120 and 180 d.p.i.
The rats infected with 700, 1,000 and 1,900 T. spiralis larvae were examined 60 and 180 d.p.i. in rats infected with 2,500 larvae. Three animals were examined for each experiment (n = 3). * significant differences. observed between days 60 and 120 p.i., and a small reduction was noted until day 180 p.i. (Figs 1, 2, 3 ). Longer observations would have possibly registered further reduction of larval numbers. However, the subsequent reduction would be very slow as deduced from the characteristics of the curve in the last examinations.
The quantitative changes of T. spiralis in muscles have never been studied in detail. Murrell (1985) et al., 1969; Neifer et al., 1991; Karmahska et al., 1995 Karmahska et al., , 1997a . (1976), three-four months after infection persisting in muscles larvae no longer present a threat to the host.
At this time normalization of indicatory enzymes, such as creatine phosphokinase (Poznariska, 1975) and the other clinical data are noted.
